
March 11th, 2014

To:
Shinzo Abe, Prime Minister of Japan

Today, March 11th, 2014, marks the third anniversary of the beginning of the ongoing nuclear 
disaster at Tokyo Electric Power Company’s Fukushima Daiichi Nuclear Power Complex. We, 
the residents of New York City and the Tri-State area, including many Japanese nationals, have 
noted with alarm an increasing level of irresponsibility in the actions of the Japanese government 
over the past years in response to this ecological catastrophe. Therefore, we hereby present the 
following demands to the government of Japan.

1. We demand that the government of Japan permanently shut down all nuclear power 
plants and withdraw its approval to re-start any reactors. 
On September 15, 2013, the last remaining functioning nuclear reactors in Japan went offline. 
The New Year began without an energy shortage. It is now undeniable that there is sufficient 
electric power in Japan without the need for nuclear power. This fact also has had a significant 
global impact. The world has seen the monstrous effects of nuclear power after observing the 
disaster at Fukushima Daiichi and Chernobyl. Now the world knows that Japan, a nation that had 
once had more than 50 nuclear reactors, has overcome its dependence on nuclear technology. 
The world also knows that there exist no practical solutions to satisfactorily resolve the crisis at 
Fukushima Daiichi in the foreseeable future, let alone eliminate the radioactive materials that 
will remain in the air, soil and water for generations to come. This radiation has also reached far 
beyond the shores of Japan, as there is evidence of its harmful effects on marine life off the west 
coast of the United States, making Japanese nuclear energy a foreign policy issue. On November 
6th 2013, the Town of Fairfax and on December 3rd 2013, the City of Berkeley passed resolutions 
to: “Reduce Fukushima Daiichi Nuclear Dangers.” Similar resolutions have been introduced in 
other municipal councils such as Seattle and Portland. Fukushima Daiichi disaster is no longer a 
domestic issue in Japan, but an environmental crisis on a global scale. Japan must abandon its 
plans to restart any nuclear reactors, and focus its entire effort on resolving the outstanding safety 
issues at Fukushima Daiichi. This disaster is a tragedy that must never be repeated.

2. We demand that the Japanese government obtain a group of experts independent from 
either TEPCO or IAEA to advise the new engineering group to establish a risk-informed 
stabilization, containment and remediation plan for Fukushima Daiichi.
Following news reports of the leakage of contaminated water and system malfunctions, it is clear 
that the situation at the Fukushima Daiichi reactor site is progressively deteriorating, not 
stabilizing. From TEPCO's statements and press releases, it is apparent that a lack of their sense 
of responsibility remains problematic. Since the disaster began, there appear to be fewer 
communications between TEPCO's management and the workers on the ground. We are also 
alarmed that many of the on-site contract workers are without health insurance, forced to 
sacrifice their health and well-being for the stabilization of the plant. With the current 
management scheme, the rights of the tens of thousands of the Fukushima Daiichi workers will 
be further jeopardized. We demand that the Japanese government call upon international 
organizations and replace TEPCO with a worldwide engineering group to take charge of the 
Fukushima nuclear disaster, "as recommended by a group of distinguished experts, including Dr. 
Helen Caldicott and Arnie Gundersen, in their open letter to UN Secretary General Ban Ki-moon 
of September 13, 2013, available at the following website: 
http://www.helencaldicott.com/2013/09/letter-to-the-un.



3. We demand that Japan refrain from exporting nuclear technology overseas. 
Mr. Abe, your recent trip to India to promote the export of nuclear technology was 
unconscionable. How can a nation sell its faulty technology to others without resolving the 
technological calamity in its own country? The Japanese government must bear in mind that 
nuclear power involves tremendous destruction of human habitats through fuel production alone. 
In India, uranium mining has caused great damage to surrounding communities. The hazards of 
nuclear power plants have already caused too much environmental destruction and negative 
health impacts through uranium mining and the enormous waste it generates. The Japanese 
government has no right to expand its nuclear production by sacrificing the health and happiness 
of people in communities abroad.

4. We demand full and complete transparency on the part of the Japanese government, 
including an end to false declarations of the 'decontamination' of the area affected by the 
accident, full disclosure of medical examination data, and an end to all attempts to force 
Fukushima residents to return home. Instead, the government should expand the 
evacuation zone.
The Japanese government has spent billions of dollars on so-called "decontamination" projects 
with the support of the US government. However, it cannot undo radioactivity by simply 
washing off rooftops with water or removing the topsoil of school-yards and playgrounds. The 
radioactivity in the forests that cover much of the coastline of Fukushima will continue to 
circulate, contaminating the same roofs, schools and playgrounds. We are also concerned that the 
residents are lacking the financial support necessary to evacuate, and evacuated residents are 
being forced, for economic rather than safety reasons, to return to their hometowns in 
Fukushima, which the government claims have been “decontaminated.” Instead, the Japanese 
government must expand the current evacuation zone under the condition that it will fully 
compensate all residents. Forcing people, including children, to live wearing masks and carrying 
personal radiation monitors clearly violates the basic human rights to live happily and healthily. 

5. We demand that the Japanese government fully compensate the victims, including those 
who voluntarily evacuated. For the past three years, many people were forced to abandon their 
homes and hometowns. Many farmers lost their farmlands and their animals. These enormous 
losses were caused not by a natural disaster, but the irresponsibility of government officials who 
failed to oversee properly the operation at Fukushima Daiichi, and failed to communicate to the 
public necessary information concerning the radioactive contamination. Many people are still 
being contaminated, yet do not have the financial means to evacuate to safer, more distant places. 
The health of young children is especially at risk. We demand that you make a drastic change in 
the nation’s compensation policy, with the focus on healthcare. You are not allowed to declare 
this situation “under control” without properly supporting the sufferers of this man-made 
disaster. 

We hereby present the above demands to you on this somber anniversary. We will never give up 
until the Japanese nuclear industry and the Japanese government stop all nuclear production. 
Through this effort, we seek to protect the well-being of all the people, including children, 
grandchildren and yet-unborn generations. 

Residents of the New York City Metro Area and Tri-State Area
Coalition of Environmental and Social Justice Groups in New York City


